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Strong Girls Rule

Community Engagement Film Series
Berkeley, 8/01/14 – Berkeley Public Library presents a free three-part film discussion series called “Strong Girls Rule” celebrating women in sport and highlighting some of our exceptional local athletes.  Each session will include a film screening followed by discussion and Q&A with a range of special guests, including local filmmaker Robert Bowden, members of the McClymonds High School Lady Warriors basketball team, and Stephanie Evans, Commodore of Berkeley’s Cal Sailing Club.  Teens are especially encouraged to attend.  

The first two sessions in the film discussion series will take place at the newly renovated West and South branches and the final session will be in the Community Meeting Room on the third floor of the Central Library, 2090 Kittredge at Shattuck, downtown Berkeley.  

The series opens on Saturday, August 30th at 2 p.m. at the West Branch, 1125 University Avenue with a craft program of nautical knot tying led by West Branch’s Teen Librarian.  At 3 p.m. there will be a screening of Maidentrip (82 min.) an inspirational feature length documentary directed by Jillian Schlesinger about Laura Dekker, the youngest person to sail alone around the world.  The screening will be followed by discussion and Q&A with Stephanie Evans, Commodore of Berkeley’s Cal Sailing Club.  Attendees will learn more about sailing in Berkeley and Evans’ personal experiences as a woman sailor.
The second part of the series takes place on Saturday, September 6th at 3 p.m. at the South Branch, 1901 Russell Street with a screening of the short documentary, I Just Wanna Ball (30 min.) followed by conversation and Q&A with the film’s director, Robert Bowden and members of the McClymonds High School Lady Warriors basketball team.  Attendees will be moved and empowered by the determination and focus of these positive and powerful young women.

The series concludes on Saturday, September 13th  at 3 p.m. in the 3rd floor Community Meeting Room of the Central Library, 2090 Kittredge Street with a screening of the newly released documentary Derby Crazy Love (68 min.) directed by Canadian filmmakers, Maya Gallus and Justine Pimlott.  This exciting documentary provides an in-depth look at the history of women’s roller derby and a portrait of the Montréal derby team The New Skids on the Block.  Please note that this film contains strong language and adult themes which may not be suitable for children.  The screening will be followed by discussion and Q&A with representatives of Berkeley’s Cruz Skate Shop and the Bay Area Derby Girls (schedules permitting). 
This free program is sponsored by the Friends of the Berkeley Public Library (www.berkeleylibraryfriends.org). For questions regarding this program, call 510-981-6241 or visit the library’s website:  www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org                                                                             

Wheelchair accessible. For questions, to request a sign language interpreter or other accommodations for this event, please call (510) 981-6195 (voice) or (510) 548-1240 (TTY); at least five working days will help ensure availability.  Please refrain from wearing scented products to public programs.

